
 

September 14, 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians:  

Every Monday, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services will be reporting COVID-19 
“outbreak” information by individual school building. This information is derived from COVID-19 
outbreak data as reported by the 45 local health departments across the state, including the Berrien 
County Health Department. A COVID-19 outbreak is defined as two or more cases with a link by place 
and time indicating a shared exposure outside of a household. 

As you learn about these situations, I want to assure you of the following: 

• Due to HIPAA and FERPA laws, we cannot, and will not, disclose the identity of a staff member 
or student that has tested positive for COVID-19. 

• Those who test positive for COVID-19 will not return to school until public health officials 
deemed them clear to return.   

• When we do have a staff member or student test positive for COVID-19, we work closely with 
public health officials. The Berrien County Health Department will investigate and identify close 
contacts during the infectious period. Only those close contacts will be ordered to quarantine by 
the Health Department. 

• Berrien RESA will continue to alert parents and staff of positive cases as we become aware of 
them via School Messenger without disclosing the person's identity. 

• You will not need to wait for a weekly report from the state to learn about positive COVID-19 
cases impacting your child’s classroom. We will be transparent and as quick as possible with our 
communications. 

Thank you for continuing to carefully check your child for the following symptoms each morning before 
school: temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher, sore throat, an uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty 
breathing, the onset of a severe headache, diarrhea, vomiting, unusual belly pain, or new loss of taste or 
smell. 

We must all partner together to keep our students and staff safe and healthy. 

Sincerely, 

 

Eric Hoppstock 
Superintendent 


