
 

November 17, 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

Since August, Berrien RESA has learned a lot about the value and benefits of controlled environments 
(like schools) versus social environments (like gatherings with friends and family) and the impact each 
has on the spread of COVID-19. As an organization, we have seen first-hand the impact of how social 
gatherings increase the probability that individuals will become infected. Despite our ability to mitigate risk 
and limit the spread of the disease in our school buildings, we are watching COVID-19 cases as well as 
hospitalizations rise in our community. COVID-19 quarantines have also significantly impacted our staff. 
In fact, each day, we analyze the number of Berrien RESA team members who have been placed in 
quarantine - nearly all due to non-school exposures. To fill the gaps, we have been shuffling 
responsibilities, reassigning staff and hiring substitutes, if there are any available.  
 
Given that the Thanksgiving holiday will soon be upon us, we want to approach this time of celebration 
proactively. We want to return to school following the break as safely as possible while continuing to 
recognize the importance of in-person instruction for students - we know it is the best way to meet their 
academic, social, emotional, and physical needs. Therefore, we are taking the following proactive 
measure: Berrien RESA will temporarily shift to remote learning the week after Thanksgiving 
(November 30-December 4) to allow for a period of time where families and staff can monitor for 
symptoms following the break. This will be an attempt to intentionally ensure everyone is as healthy as 
possible and allow us to reduce potential quarantines in order to return to in-person instruction in full force 
on Monday, December 7.  
 
As practiced during our Remote Learning Day earlier this month, students will participate in “bell to bell” 
instruction, meaning that they will be engaged in activities for the duration of their traditional school day. 
Teachers and paraprofessionals will be spending the next few days preparing all learning materials and 
lesson plans to be ready for a successful transition to remote instruction starting after the Thanksgiving 
break. In the coming days, more information will be provided by program principals/supervisors relative to 
technology and material distribution, as well as food service registration. Stay tuned for more details. 
 
Thank you in advance for your flexibility, understanding and support as Berrien RESA works to provide a 
safe and healthy learning environment for all students. Please continue to follow all recommended 
COVID-19 mitigation strategies and have a safe and enjoyable Thanksgiving. 
 

Respectfully, 

 

Eric Hoppstock 
Superintendent 


