
 

November 9, 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

Last night, Berrien RESA was notified of multiple COVID-19 cases impacting our 
district. All positive cases were the result of non-school exposures. 
 

1. Positive staff member at offsite classroom housed at Eastside Connections 
School (Niles) – The classroom had been practicing remote learning and as 
such, the staff member had no contact with students or colleagues during the 
contagious period. No quarantines resulted from this case. 

2. Positive staff member at the Administrative Center - As a result of this case, 
three staff members have been placed in quarantine. The staff member’s work 
area has been deep cleaned and disinfected following the procedures outlined in 
the Berrien RESA SMART Re-Start plan. 

3. Positive staff member at Blossomland Learning Center – Multiple students 
and staff members at BLC and one staff member at the Administrative Center 
were impacted by this case. Out of an abundance of caution three classrooms 
have transitioned to remote instruction beginning today, Monday, November 9. 
All impacted areas of the buildings have been deep cleaned and disinfected 
following the procedures outlined in the Berrien RESA SMART Re-Start Plan. 

   
As a reminder, when someone tests positive for COVID-19, those individuals identified 
as close contacts to the positive person will be notified about any potential exposure as 
part of the contact tracing process conducted by the Berrien County Health Department 
in partnership with Berrien RESA. Those who had close contact with the individual will 
be given instructions for a 14-day quarantine past their last date of exposure. In these 
cases, if you haven’t heard anything from the Health Department or were not 
given specific quarantine instructions by your program administrator/principal, 
then you do not need to be concerned about potential exposure. No further action 
is needed at this time. 
 
Please continue to follow all COVID-19 health and safety recommendations from the 
Berrien County Health Department and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC): 
 

• Cleaning your hands often, either with soap and water for 20 seconds or a hand 
sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

• Avoiding close contact with people who are sick. 
• Putting distance between yourself and other people (at least 6 feet). 
• Covering your mouth and nose with a cloth face covering when around others. 



• Covering your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
Clean your hands after throwing away the tissue. 

• Cleaning and disinfecting frequently-touched objects and surfaces daily. 
 
The district, in collaboration with the Berrien County Health Department, will continue to 
monitor these situations. Should more information become available, we will issue an 
update. 

Respectfully, 

 
Eric Hoppstock 
Superintendent 

Berrien RESA, in collaboration with the Berrien County Health Department, will only communicate 
probable, tentative, and confirmed cases of COVID-19 in a school building, student event/activity, or 
district-sponsored function. Notification of confirmed cases will be shared via School Messenger. Names 
of those impacted (whether it is a student, employee, district approved volunteer, or guest/spectator) will 
not be shared. All contact tracing will be handled confidentially by the Berrien County Health Department. 
In an effort to protect student and employee privacy rights, we respectfully encourage all Berrien RESA 
families not to spread rumors or false information. The health and safety of everyone is important and 
trust that we will work as a community to support each other as we face this pandemic together. 


