
 

November 13, 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

Our primary goal is to provide a safe learning environment for everyone we serve, including those 
families participating in home visiting programs like Berrien RESA’s Early On and Parents as 
Teachers programs. In recent weeks, there has been a substantial increase in positive COVID-19 
cases in the community. As staff members move about the community from home to home and in 
and out of school settings, we must be proactive in order to keep everyone safe and healthy. As 
such, in collaboration with the Berrien County Health Department, Berrien RESA’s home visiting 
programs will transition from in-person services to virtual, video conference appointments. 
The transition will be effective starting on Monday, November 16, 2020.  
 
The district will continue to take new referrals for Early On and Parents as Teachers, conduct initial 
evaluations for Early On eligibility (virtually), and offer central locations when needed to complete 
special education evaluations. Families will continue to receive high-quality interactions with their 
service provider(s) until we can resume in-person visits.  
 
If your family needs additional technology support (Wi-Fi access or a laptop) to help facilitate face-to-
face virtual meetings, please alert your service provider so that arrangements can be made to 
support your needs. In the meantime, please continue to follow all COVID-19 health and safety 
recommendations from the Berrien County Health Department and the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC): 
 

• Cleaning your hands often, either with soap and water for 20 seconds or a hand sanitizer 
that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

• Avoiding close contact with people who are sick. 
• Putting distance between yourself and other people (at least 6 feet). 
• Covering your mouth and nose with a cloth face covering when around others. 
• Covering your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. Clean your 

hands after throwing away the tissue. 
• Cleaning and disinfecting frequently-touched objects and surfaces daily. 

 
The district, in collaboration with the Berrien County Health Department, will continue to monitor this 
situation. We will be sure to inform you as soon as possible when we learn it is appropriate to return 
to face-to-face interaction. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Patrick Conley 
Supervisor of Birth to Three Services 
Office: (269) 471-7725, x3384 
Email: patrick.conley@berrienresa.org  
 
 
Berrien RESA, in collaboration with the Berrien County Health Department, will only communicate 
probable, tentative, and confirmed cases of COVID-19 in a school building, student event/activity, or 
district-sponsored function. Notification of confirmed cases will be shared via School Messenger. Names 
of those impacted (whether it is a student, employee, district approved volunteer, or guest/spectator) will 
not be shared. All contact tracing will be handled confidentially by the Berrien County Health Department. 
In an effort to protect student and employee privacy rights, we respectfully encourage all Berrien RESA 
families not to spread rumors or false information. The health and safety of everyone is important and 
trust that we will work as a community to support each other as we face this pandemic together. 
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