
 

October 26, 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Staff: 

Over the past few weeks, the district has worked closely with the Berrien County Health 
Department to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. As positive case numbers in our area increase, 
the amount of work regarding contract tracing for the Berrien County Health Department has 
also increased. Additionally, there has been a backlog in the State of Michigan’s positive case 
referral system, causing the Health Department to fall further behind in their contact tracing 
efforts. What was typically resolved earlier this month in a few hours is now taking nearly 5 
business days. Due to the delayed confirmation of positive cases, the district will be 
modifying its communication practices. Rather than waiting until we receive confirmation 
from the Health Department of a positive case, we will be alerting staff and families of 
probable, tentative positive and positive cases. Probable positive cases occur when 
someone has been directly exposed to a positive case and has symptoms but does not yet have 
a positive test. A tentative positive case is when someone is waiting for the Health Department 
to verify their positive diagnosis and has alerted the district. In any of these situations and to be 
as transparent as possible, such cases will now be shared with staff.    

We appreciate staff members and families for being forthcoming with exposure concerns, that 
they are waiting for testing results or they are waiting to receive Health Department verification. 
This dialogue has allowed the district to be proactive and ask that staff and students self 
quarantine well before instructed to do so by the Health Department. While we have been able 
to avoid a number of school-related exposures due to this collaboration, protocols did not allow 
us to communicate with our stakeholders as quickly as we would have liked. Hopefully, these 
changes will result in more transparency between the district, families and our staff.  

As always, it is our goal to keep our entire education family health and safe. We will continue to 
scrutinize our practices as we continue to navigate this unusual school year. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Eric Hoppstock 
Superintendent 


