
A Message from the Principal
Welcome to Blossomland Learning Center!  You 
and your child are about to embark on a very 
special journey-one that includes the development 
of academic, social, behavioral, physical, occupa-
tional and emotional skills.  

Blossomland Learning Center is not your typical 
school. It is a center-based program that specializ-
es in serving students with cognitive impairments.  
BLC is not an institution.  BLC is not a child-care 
center either.  We are a full-fledged school where 
we will help your child grow and learn. We work 
with every child that is in our program individually-
helping them to become as independent as they 
can be.   This includes teaching educational skills 
such as reading and subtraction, working with 
communication support devices and receiving oc-
cupational, speech and physical therapy, as well 
as receiving pre-vocational and vocational training.   
  
Students who attend Blossomland Learning Cen-
ter reach for the stars—and often surpass expec-
tations.  We believe every student who participates 
in our program has many talents and abilities-re-
gardless of their impairment.  The teachers, thera-
pists, and support staff are excited to be a part of 
your child’s journey-watching them develop their 
skills and challenge themselves by participating 
in new activities and experiences.  We are thrilled 
that your student and your family will be a part of 
our program.  We welcome you to BLC and we 
welcome your student to a world of possibilities!

Tina Lawson,
Principal

Independence
At BLC, students strive to become as indepen-
dent as they can be.  This includes teaching 
students how to use assistive technology, navi-
gate in different environments, practice hygiene 
skills, exercise good decision making skills, and 
understanding consequences of actions (both 
positive and negative).  Students may also par-
ticipate in home economics and health educa-
tion classes that teach them household and life 
skills.  These experiences prepare students for 
life after school, which may include working in 
the general marketplace or volunteering for a 
neighborhood organization or agency.

Therapeutic Opportunities
Therapy is offered based on the student’s Indi-
vidualized Education Plan.  Therapy services 
include:
	 •Speech	therapy
	 •Occupational	therapy
	 •Physical	therapy
	 •Orientation	and	mobility
	 •Sensory	development
	 •Vision	therapy

Occasionally,	therapy	animals	visit	BLC	
students.

Program Features
Blossomland Learning Center is a center-based program operated by Berrien Regional Education Service 
Agency.  Located in Berrien Springs, Michigan, the Center provides comprehensive programs and therapeutic 
services for students with moderate to serve cognitive impairments, ages 3 to 26. 

Through a functional curriculum that emphasizes skills, competencies, and orientations that are required for 
living in a supervised setting, Blossomland Learning Center operates as a separate special education pro-
gram and serves those students who, as determined by their individualized education plans, require place-
ment in a facility outside of the traditional school setting.

Students	 are	 referred	 to	 our	 program	by	 their	 local	 school	 district.	 	Once	here,	 students	 have	access	 to	
physical and occupational therapy, speech therapy, medical services, receive support in regard to behavioral 
issues	as	well	as	a	full	curriculum.		Students	are	taught	by	highly	qualified	educators	who	receive	regular	
training on best practices and the latest educational trends.

Blossomland Learning Center provides transportation to and from student’s homes.  Some students also have 
the opportunity to travel to various businesses and agencies to participate in community-based instruction.

It is important to understand that Blossomland Learning Center is not a baby sitting service.  BLC is a fully 
operational school where staff works to:

	 •Build	and	develop	academic	skills
	 •Teach	functional	skills	designed	to	help	students	become	as	independent	as	possible
	 •Instruct	students	based	on	a	curriculum	that	has	been	aligned	to	the	Michigan	Department	of	
  Education’s curriculum.  Students also participate in state assessments to determine their progress  
  toward their curriculum goals.
	 •Offer	pre-vocational	and	vocational	training

In fact, Blossomland Learning Center is very similar to other schools in that:

	 •Students	have	a	weekly	class	schedules	that	include	math,	language	arts,	science,	health,	social		
  studies, home economics, daily living skills and physical education (which includes the use of an   
  indoor pool.
	 •Teachers	work	with	students	to	help	them	achieve	goals	that	are	described	in	students’	individual		
  education plan. 
	 •Students	turn-in	assignments,	are	assessed	on	their	skills,	and	of	course,	study.



Blossomland 
Learning 
Center

Providing comprehensive 
educational programs and 
therapeutic services for students 
with severe multiple impairments 
and students with moderate to se-
vere cognitive impairments, 
ages 3 to 26
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Positive Behavior Support:  
The S.T.A.R.S. program
Berrien RESA’s Blossomland Learning 
Center, in addition to curriculum and therapy 
services, works with students to demonstrate 
their positive behaviors.  Blossomland Learn-
ing Center has a School Improvement Team 
that has implemented an effective behavior 
management and motivational practice that 
supports all students called the S.T.A.R.S.  
program.  STARS stands for:
 
 Safety
 Teamwork
 Attitude  
 Respect
 Success

The STARS model has become BLC’s 
guidelines for success and is based on the 
following key points:

1.     All students must be treated with 
       dignity.

2.     Students should be taught the skills and  
        behaviors necessary for success.

3.    Motivation and responsibility should be  
       encouraged through positive 
       interactions and building relationships 
       with students.

4.     Student misbehavior represents a   
        teaching opportunity.

Meeting Medical Needs
Many of the students at BLC are medically fragile.  
Nurses are on staff throughout the school day.  The 
nursing staff will dispense all medications and will 
assist with any medical procedures that are 
prescribed by your child’s physician.  

Student Safety
Student	safety	and	having	qualified	personnel	is	very	
important to everyone at BLC.  Anyone who inter-
acts	with	 students	 is	 fingerprinted.	 	 Both	 state	 and	
federal background checks are performed to ensure 
your	child’s	safety.		All	teachers	are	highly	qualified.		
This means that they have demonstrated superior 
performance and have the appropriate education to 
teach your child.  Throughout the school year, all staff 
members participate in professional development ac-
tivities to ensure your child is receiving the best edu-
cational services possible.

Parental Involvement
As a parent of a child with additional needs, send-
ing your child to school may be overwhelming.  We 
encourage families to visit our program at any time.  
Your participation in your child’s education is vital to 
their success.  Just like any other school, BLC will 
invite you to parent teacher conferences, meetings 
with teachers and Individual Education planning 
meetings.  

This is a publication of 

Comments, suggestions or questions may be sent to 
Karen Heath, Supervisor of Communications
karen.heath@berrienresa.org

Berrien RESA complies with all federal and state laws and 
regulations prohibiting discrimination and with all requirements 
and regulations of the United States Department of Education 
and the Michigan State Department of Education.

Regional Education Service Agencies (RESAs), some-
times	called	Intermediate	School	Districts	(ISDs),	exist	to	
serve the common needs of their constituent local school 
districts.		There	are	57	RESAs/ISDs	in	Michigan,	and	ev-
ery school district is part of one.  Their primary mission is 
to	foster	efficiency	and	innovation	while	optimizing	the	use	
of public funds.  By pooling resources and providing ser-
vices regionally, RESAs provide cost-effective, high qual-
ity assistance to local school districts.

Berrien RESA proudly offers educational services to Ber-
rien County’s 16 public school districts, 24 parochial and 
private schools and four charter school academies.  Ber-
rien RESA saves our schools money, time and duplication 
of effort.  Every day.


